General Guidance for IRPA on the RPA 2000 Assessment Process

1.   Introduction
1.2  The Euratom Basic Safety Standards Directive (96/29/Euratom) requires ‘qualified experts’ to be involved in specified tasks and additionally requires Member States to recognise the ‘capacity to act’ of such experts. 

1.3 . In Britain, the qualified expert in relation to occupational radiation protection is the radiation protection adviser (RPA) in the Ionising Radiations Regulations 1999 (IRR99).  
1.4  The Qualified Expert in relation to waste minimisation and monitoring is the radioactive waste adviser (RWA) in the Environment Agencies’ Statement on Radioactive Waste Advisers RWA-S-1 Version 1.0.  

1.5  RPA 2000, a company limited by guarantee, was established by four Professional Societies, namely: the Society for Radiological Protection; the Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine; the Institute of Radiation Protection and the Association of University Radiation Protection Officers (The Societies). Since then the Institute of Radiation Protection has been incorporated into the Society for Radiological Protection.  RPA 2000 is recognised by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) as an Assessing Body under the requirements of the HSE Statement on Radiation Protection Advisers.(see www.hse.gov.uk/radiation/rpnews/statementrpa.htm )

1.6  RPA 2000 assesses the competence of persons who wish to work as Radiation Protection Advisers, and is in the process of establishing assessment procedures for persons wishing to work as Radioactive Waste Advisers (RWAs is a new concept from May 2011).  In addition RPA 2000 assesses the competence of persons wishing to work as Laser Protection Advisers and as Ionising Radiations Instrument Specialists.
2.  Radiation Protection Advisers
2.1  An employer who works with ionising radiations is required to appoint and consult an RPA, or RPA Body, on the matters set out in Schedule 5 of the Ionising Radiations Regulations 1999 (IRR99).  In addition, an employer should also consult an RPA on other matters where advice is needed to comply with IRR99.  Those matters are listed in the Advisory Code of Practice (ACoP).  These documents are available on the HSE Website.

2.2 Suitability. The employer must select an RPA who, or an RPA body1 which, has the necessary knowledge and experience to make them suitable to give advice in relation to the employer’s particular line of work and the particular compliance questions to which they require an answer. 
2.3 To be an RPA for the first time an individual must either hold a Radiation Protection level 4 National or Scottish Vocational Qualification (N/SVQ) issued not more than five years previously; or hold a valid certificate of core competence from an organisation recognised as an Assessing Body by HSE for this purpose. RPA 2000 is such an Assessing Body and assesses the competence of those wishing to practice as RPAs and, where appropriate, issues such a certificate.

2.4  To continue to be an RPA after five years from being awarded a certificate, or achieving a Level 4 S/NVQ, RPAs must obtain a fresh certificate from an Assessing Body by  providing suitable evidence that they have kept up to date their knowledge and experience of radiation protection legislation and awareness of technological advances relevant to radiation protection practice.

2.5  Currently there is only one Assessing Body in the UK (RPA 2000); the S/NVQ is not available.

3.  Radioactive Waste Advisers

Currently, Qualified Experts in Waste Minimisation and monitoring have been identified by the Environment Agencies on individual Permits issued by the Environment Agencies.  A new system was introduced in May 2011 where the intention is that an Assessing Body would assess the core competence of persons to be RWAs.  It is likely that RPA 2000 will one such Assessing Body.
4.  Assessment Process

4.1  RPA 2000 appoints, normally from among the membership of participating societies, a Pool of Assessors to examine applications for certification and renewal of certification. Assessors will be persons of appropriate experience in the participating Societies, and in the profession in general, having collectively a wide knowledge of fields of work involving ionizing and other radiations and should have at least 10 years experience in a senior position closely associated with radiation protection. Each assessor will normally hold a current certificate of core competence in the field of work for which they undertake assessments. Assessors are appointed for renewable periods of three years and the Board maintains a minimum number of assessors to meet ongoing requirements.

4.2  First time applicants submit a portfolio of evidence against a set of criteria established by the Health and Safety Executive, based on the European Directive.  Three assessors are selected to examine the evidence and a unanimous opinion needs to exist for a certificate of competence to be awarded.  On rare occasions, an interview may be arranged with the applicant to clarify matters for the assessors.  Certificates are valid for five years.

4.3  Applicants for renewal submit a portfolio of evidence showing how they have kept up to date on appropriate radiation protection legislation and awareness of technological advances relevant to radiation protection practise.  It is a points system similar to a Continuing Professional Development Scheme.

5.  Other matters

RPA 2000 has processes and information for timescales, monitoring, auditing, appeals, complaints, recording reporting, fees and information management.  These are set out in a comprehensive suite of documents, listed below.

These are:-

· General information applicable to all Certification Schemes
G1 : RPA 2000 Operating Procedures.
G2 : Information for Applicants seeking Certification or Renewal of Certification

under any RPA 2000 Competence Certification Scheme.
G3 : Protocol for the introduction and maintenance of Specialist Certificates of Competence.
GD2 : Consequences of the failure of applicants to meet timescales for the renewal of  certification  (All certificates).
GD3 : Consequences of the failure of applicants to meet timescales for the provision of further information required by assessors  (All certificates).

· Certification as an  Radiation Protection Adviser (RPA) under IRR99

RPA1 : Application Form for Initial Certification of Competence to be an RPA under   IRR99.
RPA2 : Instructions for the creation of the Portfolio of Evidence for RPA certification.
RPA3 : Instructions for the Renewal of RPA Certification (RCS).
GD1 : Additional Guidance for RPA RCS

· Certification as a Laser Protection Adviser (LPA)
LPA1 : Application Form for Initial Certification of Competence to be an LPA.
LPA2 : Instructions for the creation of the Portfolio of Evidence for LPA certification.
LPA3 : Instructions for the Renewal of LPA Certification (LRS). 

· Certification as an Ionising Radiations Instrumentation Specialist (IRIS)
IRIS1: Application Form for Initial Certification of Competence to be an IRIS.

IRIS2 : Instructions for the creation of the Portfolio of Evidence for IRIS certification.
IRIS3 : Instructions for the Renewal of IRIS Certification (IRS). [To be published].

· RPA 2000 Guidance Documents in support of the certification process
GD1 : Additional Guidance for Applicants Renewing their RPA Certification.
GD2 : Consequences of the failure of applicants to meet timescales for the renewal of certification  (All certificates).
GD3 : Consequences of the failure of applicants to meet timescales for the provision of further information required by assessors  (All certificates). 
Note: due to some editorial and developmental matters not all of these are currently on the RPA 2000 Website.

Documents included in this submission

Provided with this overview are:-

G1 : RPA 2000 Operating Procedures.

G2 : Information for Applicants seeking Certification or Renewal of Certification

under any RPA 2000 Competence Certification Scheme.
RPA1 : Application Form for Initial Certification of Competence to be an RPA under   IRR99.
RPA2 : Instructions for the creation of the Portfolio of Evidence for RPA certification.
RPA3 : Instructions for the Renewal of RPA Certification (RCS).
Documents for assessing RWAs are not yet available.
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